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Foreign Relations Committee. Bavaria had a
permanent seat on the Fortification and the
Army Committees. The right of declaring any
but a defensive war was shared by the Federal
Council with the Emperor, and authority in all
federal matters was really vested in it. The
Reichstag, on the other hand, possessed wide
legislative powers. In this matter the German
federation went much further than the United
States. Article IV of the Imperial Constitu-
tion enumerates the subjects allotted to the
imperial legislature.*
The peculiar feature of the Constitution of
Imperial Germany was the predominance of
Prussia. The Constitution had three funda-
mental objects in view. First, that Prussia
should not be overridden by any state or group
of states; secondly, that the rights of the states
should not be interfered with; and thirdly,
that the people of Germany should have a
common Parliament, which, however, would
not have the power to interfere with the re-
served authority of the states.
By giving Prussia seventeen votes in the
Bundesrat (fourteen being sufficient to veto
constitutional changes) the first object was
* See Appendix, pp. 164-6.